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appearances, in proportion to those proper objects
which they are to be considered with, or measured
by. The earth itself is considered as a vast globe
of solid substances, formed into one body by an in-
finitely powerful hand; when on the one hand, it is
measured by any particular bodies, either part of it-
self, or of any other body, which are small, and, as
it may be said, inconsiderable in bulk compared to
it: whereas on the other hand, that very globe or
vast body which we call this earth, is but as a
point, a mote, or a grain of dust, when considered
with and measured by the immense bodies of the
comets, the sun, the fixed stars, or other those
glorious luminaries which we see ranged above us,
and out of the reach even almost of our con-
ceptions.

Thus the knowledge and acquirement of the
magicians and wise men in the first ages of time,
and of whom I have been now speaking, though
mean and trifling, superficial, and of little worth,
when compared with the accomplished and con-
summate wisdom of the moderns, their experi-
mental philosophy, their knowledge in astronomy^
their improvement of nature and art; yet it was
great, and worthy of admiration, when compared in
those days, to what the rest of mankind knew, and
looked upon by and compared with an ignorant
age, such as that was ; and therefore the king tells
Daniel, that an excellent spirit of loisdom was found
in kirn; Ban. v. 14. And doubtless the people
looked upon Daniel to be inspired with wisdom and
knowledge from the holy gods, that is to say, from
heaven, as indeed he was, though not from their
dumb idols, whom they called by the name of the
holy gods.

In like manner, though perhaps not with so
strong a conviction, they had an opinion of all those
they called the Chaldeans and southsayers, magi-